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This act, which was published on the nth July
1637, consisted of thirty-three clauses, and after
reciting former ordinances, and the number of' libel-
lous, seditious, and mutinous ' books that were then
daily published, decreed that all books were to be
licensed : law books by the Lord Chief Justices and
the Lord Chief Baron ; books dealing with history,
by the principal Secretaries of State; books on
heraldry, by the Earl Marshal; and on all other
subjects, by the Archbishop of Canterbury, the
Bishop  of  London,   or  the  Chancellor or Vice-
Chancellors of the two Universities.   Two copies
of every book submitted for publication were to
be handed to the licensee, one of which he was
to keep for future reference.    Catalogues of all
books imported into the country were to be sent
to the Archbishop or Bishop of London, and no
consignments of books were to be opened until
the  representatives  of  one  of  these  dignitaries
and  of  the Stationers'   Company were  present.
The name of  the printer, the author, and the
publisher was to be placed in every book, and,
under pretext of encouraging English printing, it
was decreed further that no merchant or bookseller
should import any English book printed abroad.
No person was to erect a printing-press, or to let any
premises for the purpose of carrying on printing,
without first giving notice to the Company, and no
joiner or carpenter was to make a press without
similar notice.